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FEANTSA challenges the Flemish housing policy before the European
Committee of Social Rights
FEANTSA, the European Federation of National Organisations Working with the Homeless, has
submitted a collective complaint on the 17th of December on behalf of 45 organisations united
around the Woonzaak movement. The collective complaint aims to challenge the Flemish
regional housing policy and practice for noncompliance with the provisions of the European Social
Charter.
The Collective Complaint, FEANTSA v. Belgium, argues that the Flemish housing policy has not
succeeded in improving the difficult housing situation of numerous households. It denounces
specific issues concerning the affordability and accessibility of housing in the private market. Many
households are deprived of housing of an adequate standard and suffer for the lack of security of
tenure. Lastly, a special focus is given to the problem of homelessness, as the most flagrant
violation of the right to housing. The complaint asks for a periodic monitoring of homelessness,
which should help the authorities to have a comprehensive and coordinated approach to
promoting access to housing.
Freek Spinnewijn, Director of FEANTSA, said that “In Belgium there is a big gap between the right to
housing on paper and the realisation of this right in practice.” Spinnewijn added that, “FEANTSA is
taking the case to the Council of Europe to challenge the housing policy of Flanders, as it fails to fulfill
its international obligations.” “A clear decision from the Council of Europe should motivate the
government to take appropriate and decisive action to remedy these violations.”
Kjell Larsson, President of FEANTSA, commented that: “The evidence gathered in the collective
complaint against Belgium shows that the Flemish Housing Policy is not in compliance with the
provisions of the European Social Charter. More precisely, Belgium must implement policies that
effectively address access to accommodation for those experiencing homelessness.”
Notes:
The Council of Europe’s Collective Complaint mechanism allows international non-governmental
organizations such as FEANTSA to submit complaints against States Parties who fail to live up to
their obligations under the European Social Charter. FEANTSA’s collective complaint against
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Belgium has been submitted to the Council of Europe on 17 December 2021. More specifically,
the complaint asserts that the Belgian government policy and practice does not comply with the
following Articles of the European Social Charter:
Article 11- The right to protection of health
Article 16 – The right of the family to social, legal and economic protection
Article 17 – The right of children and young persons to social, legal and economic protection
Article 19 – The right of migrant workers and their families to protection and assistance
Article 30 – The right to protection against poverty and social exclusion
Article E – Non-discrimination
Following the submission of the complaint, the European Committee on Social Rights will
determine whether the complaint is admissible. If the complaint is considered admissible, the
Committee will adopt a decision on the merits of the complaint. This decision establishes whether
Belgium’s law and/or practice is or is not in compliance with one or more provisions of the Charter.
The Committee can take up to a year to publish its final decision.

Notes for editors:
FEANTSA is the European Federation of National Organisations working with the Homeless. It is
the only European network that focuses exclusively on homelessness at the European level.
Established in 1989, FEANTSA represents today more than 120 organisations working with
people experiencing homelessness in about 27 European countries. More information is
available at: www.feantsa.org
The Woonzaak, literally “the housing case” in Dutch, is an initiative of various organisations, that
advocates for a fundamentally fair housing policy in Flanders, because housing is a fundamental
right. More info can be found here: https://www.woonzaak.be/
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