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1. Cost-Effective Approaches

❑Health savings and social 
benefits included

“If [removal of] all [housing 
inadequacies] were completed at once, 
the cost to EU economies and societies 
would be repaid within 18 months by 
projected savings such as lower 
healthcare costs and better social 
outcomes.” Eurofound

Bence Járdány



2.1 Renovation Trajectories & MEPS

❑ Focus on worst-
performing homes first

❑ Housing inadequacies 
fix+ decent standards 
reached

❑ Social services receive 
support to meet MEPS

Csátich Renátó - HfHH



2. Social safeguards

❑Eviction/displacement prevention
❑Rent regulations and caps on post-

renovation rent (≤50% of actual 
energy savings)

❑ Legal protection of weak/informal 
tenure

❑Adequate financial support
❑100% upfront subsidies for lowest 

incomes – sliding scale grants &loans, 
income ceiling, no tax based or post 
financing schemes 

❑No discriminatory and complicated 
admin requirements 

❑Monitoring social impacts
❑Monitoring of displacement
❑ Distribution/access to funding Erik Henningsen

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Erik_Henningsen


3. Deep Renovation

❑ Staged renovations are integrated into 
support schemes so households with 
lower financial capacity can also reach 
high savings. 

HfH Hungary 



4 . Vulnerable customers and energy 
poverty alleviation

❑ Energy-poverty is measured with multidimensional indicators
❑ All fuel types (including coal, firewood) are part of affordability 

assessments.
❑ Reasonable cost-to-income thresholds are set for energy poverty.
❑ Data collection is strengthened with objective indicators (utility 

arrears and disconnection data from regulators rather than self-
reported indicators) 

❑ Low-income households in the least-efficient buildings are 
mapped

❑ Vulnerable consumer support is
❑ simplified, 
❑ broadened to solid fuel users and to debt & disconnection 

and  
❑ used as eligibility for renovation support (but not exclusively 

if the status is limited)

Csátich Renátó - HfHH



4 . Vulnerable customers and energy poverty 
alleviation (Article 24 of Directive (EU) 2023/1791) -
Identification 

❑ Energy efficiency is improved to ease 
distributional impacts from taxes and ETS 
measures.

❑ EU and national public funding (incl. Social 
Climate Fund, ETS revenues) are channeled in 
priority support for low-income groups and 
efficiency actions.

❑ Investment is made early in energy-efficiency 
measures before other policies’ impacts occur.

❑ Technical assistance is expanded and  financial 
tools enable participation.

❑ Technical assistance is provided for social actors 
to support vulnerable consumers’ market 
participation and energy-saving behaviour.

Bence Járdány



5. One-Stop Shops

❑ OSS must provide 
tailored financial, 
technical and 
administrative support 
and active 
accompaniment for 
vulnerable households 
— not just advice.

Renopont Hungary 



7. Solar Programmes

❑ Support for roof repair + 

electrical upgrade

❑ Prioritise distribution for 

disconnected / indebted 

households

Aranka Rostás/Lightbringers Foundation 



8. Public Buildings

❑ Social service providers, including 
organisations working with the 
homeless, benefit in priority from public 
building renovation programs with 
tailored funding 



9. Skill Gaps

❑ Train disadvantaged groups 
(including homeless, Roma 
and other minorities) for 
green jobs, including 
renovation work.

From Streets to Home/ Utcáról Lakásba Egyesület



10. Air Quality

❑ NBRPs must address the most severe 
indoor air quality issues first, including 
humidity and solid fuel heating.

Bence Járdány 



Conclusions 

EPBD
(63) "Therefore, financial incentives and other policy measures should as a priority target vulnerable households, 
people affected by energy poverty and people living in social housing, and Member States should take measures to 
prevent evictions because of renovation, such as caps on rent increases.

Art 17/ Financial incentives, skills and market barriers
1. Member States shall provide appropriate financing, support measures and other instruments able to address 
market barriers in order to deliver the necessary investments identified in their national building renovation plan to 
transform their building stock into zero-emission buildings by 2050.
2. Member States shall ensure that applications and procedures for public financing are simple and streamlined in 
order to facilitate access to financing, especially for households.
3. Member States shall assess and, where appropriate, address barriers related to up-front costs of renovations.
4. When designing financial support schemes for building renovation, Member States shall consider whether to use 
revenue-based parameters.
18. Financial incentives shall target, as a priority, vulnerable households, people affected by energy poverty and 
people living in social housing, in accordance with Article 24 of Directive (EU) 2023/1791.

https://energy.ec.europa.eu/topics/energy-efficiency/energy-efficient-buildings/energy-performance-buildings-directive_en
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