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Welcome Focus on Homelessness in Social Investment Package 
 

FEANTSA welcomes the focus on homelessness in the Social Investment Package (SIP), ‘Towards Social Investment for 
Growth and Cohesion’, adopted this week by the European Commission.  The SIP analyses the social situation in Europe 
and sets out social priorities for the EU and European Member States.  It emphasises homelessness as a priority for 
smart social investment and includes a recommendation for Member States to develop housing-led strategies to combat 
homelessness.  This new policy framework should stimulate Member States to do better on homelessness and reinforce 
the EU’s support and co-ordination in this area, which could pave the way for an EU strategy on homelessness.  
FEANTSA hopes this analysis will be followed up with action and reminds the Commission that Member States would 
benefit from guidance and support if they are to reach the goals. 

 
The package, published on Wednesday, sets out a framework for policy reforms in health, long-term care, social services, 
active inclusion, homelessness and investing in children.  Specifically on homelessness, the Commission calls on 
European Union (EU) Member States to “confront homelessness through comprehensive strategies based on prevention, 
housing-led approaches and reviewing regulations and practices on eviction”.  An accompanying working document on 
homelessness provides guidance on how to do this.  In a follow-up speech given to the Council of Europe today, the 
Commissioner for Employment, Social Affairs and Inclusion, László Andor, called for housing-led policies and investment 
in homelessness. 
 
FEANTSA is very pleased that the Commission has called for social investment in the urgent problem of homelessness 
and is keen to work with the Commission towards its implementation.  FEANTSA believes that the SIP sets out the right 
priorities for transnational cooperation on homelessness, but also that the Commission and Member States will need to be 
vigilant to make sure its recommendations are followed up.   
 
“The SIP can have a significant impact and support progress in the fight against homelessness and towards the EU target 
of lifting 20 million people out of poverty and social exclusion by 2020. However, for it to deliver, DG Employment (within 
the Commission) must take the lead and support Member States in order for changes to take place,” said Freek 
Spinnewijn, FEANTSA Director.   

 
The SIP analysis estimates that more than 400,000 people are homeless on any given night in the EU.  Commissioner 
Andor has also said that more people live on the street than ever before and that action is therefore urgent.  FEANTSA 
thus reiterates its call for an EU homelessness strategy to support and monitor Member States’ homelessness policies. 
Such a strategy should be implemented in the framework of the social investment package.  The SIP’s call on Member 
States to adopt a definition of homelessness, to develop data-collection systems, and to get involved in transnational 
exchanges on good practice can lay the groundwork for an EU homelessness strategy. 
 
Similarly, FEANTSA welcomes the call for Member States to develop housing-led homelessness strategies. The 
recommended support for homelessness prevention through reviewing eviction and mortgage law is also very positive.  
Guidance from the European Commission will however be needed as more than half of the EU Member States still need 
to develop a homelessness strategy.  This can help ensure that the recommendations are respected, such as making 
sure that minimum income schemes reach homeless people and that the EU Youth Guarantee also applies to homeless 
youth. 
 
The SIP also includes a reporting framework: Member States should report on homelessness through the National 
Reform Programme (NRP) process.  This can already happen in the 2013 round of NRPs.  The Commission must ensure 
this process is transparent and clear for Member States so that accurate reporting can take place and that the focus on 
homelessness is reinforced.  In order to encourage better utilisation of EU funding instruments to combat homelessness 
and with a view to achieving Europe 2020 poverty and social inclusion targets, the Commission will monitor how Member 
States use Structural Funds to combat homelessness. This should be a stimulus for Member States to do better on 
homelessness. 
 
Finally, the SIP also makes reference to the Fund for European Aid to the Most Deprived (FEAD), calling on Member 
States to make use of the fund as appropriate to address material deprivation and homelessness.  FEANTSA has 
previously welcomed the move to extend the FEAD to non-food items and hopes Member States will take advantage of 
the fund to pay for durable goods that can contribute to providing emergency assistance in a more empowering and 
sustainable way. 
 
“FEANTSA welcomes this initiative from the European Commission and its strong focus on homelessness that further 
integrates homelessness into the Europe 2020 governance process.  It is now time to move from analysis to action to 
make sure 2014-2020 brings about real change for the most excluded groups,” said Rina Beers, FEANTSA President. 
 

---------------------- ENDS -------------------------- 

 
For more details, please contact Freek Spinnewijn, FEANTSA Director: +32 (0) 478 439 039 
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Notes for editors: 
 

1. FEANTSA is the European Federation of National Organisations working with the Homeless.  It is an umbrella of not-for-profit organisations 
which participate in or contribute to the fight against homelessness in Europe.  It is the only major European network focusing exclusively on 
homelessness at European level.  www.feantsa.org  

2. The SIP Communication http://ec.europa.eu/social/main.jsp?langId=en&catId=1044&newsId=1807&furtherNews=yes  
3. All information about the SIP can be found on the European Commission website 

http://ec.europa.eu/social/main.jsp?catId=89&langId=en&newsId=1807&moreDocuments=yes&tableName=news  
4. Commissioner Andor’s speech, “Fighting poverty and preserving democracy through social investment” http://europa.eu/rapid/press-

release_SPEECH-13-148_en.htm  
5. The reporting instruments on Member States' progress towards achieving the Europe 2020 social objectives include National Reform 

Programmes (NRPs), the means by which countries are expected to translate the objectives and targets into national policies and National Social 
Reports (NSRs), covering social inclusion, pensions, healthcare and long-term care http://ec.europa.eu/europe2020/making-it-happen/country-
specific-recommendations/index_en.htm 

6. The FEAD would support Member State schemes providing food to the most deprived people and clothing and other essential goods to 
homeless people and materially-deprived children http://ec.europa.eu/social/main.jsp?langId=en&catId=89&newsId=1704&furtherNews=yes  
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