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Existing in Limbo - The Conditions of Homeless Migrants in Europe: Conference This Week 
in Barcelona 

 
Growing numbers of people across Europe are experiencing severe housing exclusion and immigrants 
are among the groups that are most particularly affected and permanently excluded.  A significant 
proportion of migrants are living in severely overcrowded housing and/or housing lacking basic facilities, 
and those who are undocumented are often forced to live as nomads and in undesirable areas that can 
be detrimental to their health and well-being.   
 
Discrimination, disadvantage and segregation reduce access to housing for disadvantaged migrant groups.  
The fact that similar discriminative practices occur in very different countries lead us to consider the patterns 
of discrimination as systematic and persistent across Europe. There is evidence to suggest that in most EU 
Member States, migrants are often subjected to ill-treatment that ranges from being refused property because 
of their origin to physical assault designed to keep them out of a particular neighbourhood. 
 
This is why FEANTSA, the European Federation of National Organisations Working with Homeless People, 
has organised a conference, taking place in Barcelona on the 16th November, on the conditions of 
homeless migrants in Europe, with the support of local partners – fePsh, the Spanish Federation of 
Organisations Supporting Homeless People and the Caixa Forum.  FEANTSA and fePsh will present their 
recommendations on how to tackle the problems experienced by migrants in Europe when they try to access 
housing and services, which can lead to their homelessness.   
 
FEANTSA president, Rina Beers and fePsh president, Jesús Sandin, will open the day, that will begin at 9am 
on the 16th November, at the Caixa Forum Barcelona, Avenida Francesc Ferrer i Guàrdia, 6-8, Barcelona. 
 
 
 

---------------------- ENDS -------------------------- 
 
 
For more details, please contact Freek Spinnewijn, FEANTSA Director freek.spinnewijn@feantsa.org, Mauro Striano, 
FEANTSA Migration Policy Officer mauro.striano@feantsa.org, Rina Beers, FEANTSA President, rbeers@opvang.nl  or 
Jesús Sandin, fePsh President jsandin@solidarios.org.es
 
 
Notes for editors: 
 

1. FEANTSA is the European Federation of National Organisations working with the Homeless.  It is an umbrella of 
not-for-profit organisations which participate in or contribute to the fight against homelessness in Europe.  It is 
the only major European network focusing exclusively on homelessness at European level.  www.feantsa.org  

2. More information about the conference can be found on the FEANTSA website 
http://www.feantsa.org/code/en/pg.asp?Page=1419. 

 
 

For further details, please contact Suzannah Young, FEANTSA Communications Officer 
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