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DRAFT PROGRAMME 
 
* Conference Rapporteur: Lauri Sivonen, Office of the Council of Europe 

Commissioner for Human Rights  
 
9:00 – 9:30 Registration 
 
9:30 – 10:15   Welcome speeches 
 

�  Enoch Alberti, Dean, Faculty of Law, University of Barcelona 
�  Representative of the Spanish Presidency (tbc) 
�  Xavier Badia, Director Office for the Promotion of Peace and Human Rights. 

Catalan Government 
�  René Kneip, President of FEANTSA  
�  Rosa Mª Alonso, President of Associació ProHabitatge 

 
FRAMEWORK FOR HOUSING RIGHTS AT INTERNATIONAL & EUR OPEAN LEVEL  

 
10:15 – 11:15 Chair: Stefania Del Zotto, FEANTSA 

 
�  Overview of existing international instruments and recent developments-

background to housing rights: limitations and opportunities for use 
Padraic Kenna, National University of Ireland, Galway   

 
�  Council of Europe level: the European Social Charter, the collective complaints 

mechanism and the role of the Commissioner for Human Rights  
Régis Brillat, Secretariat of the Social Charter 

 
�  Discrimination in access to housing. An EU perspective 

Michail Beis, EU Fundamental Rights Agency 
 
11:15 – 11:35 Coffee break 

 
NATIONAL INSTRUMENTS TO ENFORCE HOUSING RIGHTS 

 

11:35 – 12:35 Chair: Míriam Castanyer, Associació ProHabitatge  
 

�  Spain and the International and European Instruments on Housing Rights 
      David Bondia. Director of the IHRC and Professor of International Public Law 

University of Barcelona 
 
 



�  Access to justice and legal aid in Spain and Europe 
      Marta Bueno, Head of Studies of Education Law, University of Barcelona  

 
�  The Ombudsman’s role in the defence of Housing Rights       

Rafael Ribó, Catalan Ombudsman 

 
NGOs AND HOUSING RIGHTS 

 
12:45 – 13:45 Chair: Antonio Madrid Faculty of Law, University of Barcelona, “right to 

Rights” Project. 
 

�  FEANTSA and housing rights: the example of Housing Rights Watch and the 
collective complaints against France and Slovenia 
Marc Uhry, Fondation Abbé Pierre 

 
�  European Roma Rights Centre: the example of strategic litigation on behalf of 

Roma at the international level, cases of racial discrimination against the Roma 
in access to housing (tbc) 
 

�  Housing Rights Watch in Spain 
            Guillem Fernàndez, Associació ProHabitatge  
 
14:00 – 16:00 Lunch break  
 

PRACTICAL CASES ON HOUSING RIGHTS 

 
16:00 – 17:30  Chair: Gerardo Pisarello, Constitucional Law, Faculty of Law, University of 

Barcelona. Observatorio DESC 
 

�  France – Adeline Firmin, Jurislogement 
�  Wales - Steve Povey, Shelter Cymru 
�  Italy – Giulio Centamore, FioPSD / Avvocato di strada 
�  Austria - Christian Perl, Bawo  
�  Catalonia - Noemí Hernàndez, Associació ProHabitatge 

 
17:30 Discussion / debate with the audience 
   
18:00 Concluding remarks by the Rapporteur of the c onference 

 
18: 30 End of the conference  


