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Introduction by Marc Uhry:

The Workshop has the following objectives:

First, we need to know more about the existing tools for the protection of the right to health. Second, we also have to know how can we use these tools. And also, how these international tools can help our work

Professor W. Cezary Wlodarczyk’s presentation (in Power Point) (worked in co-operation with the Council of Europe and completed a report on health related issues for a CoE project “Human Dignity and Social Exclusion Project). 

Fiona Crowley’s presentation (in Power Point): (Research and Legal Manager of Amnesty International’s Irish Section.)

Discussions:  

Goran Larsson asked about FEANTSA’s future role in the field of human rights. 

Fiona Crowley: Amnesty International is new to economic and social rights. It will start a global campaign on the issue, a housing right campaign in 2008. FEANTSA could be a coalition partner in the future. 

There are different strategies FEANTSA could follow. It could urge national organisations to demonstrate and to voice their concerns. They could also issue shadow reports to national reports prepared by their governments under the different international treaties. It is also very important to educate social workers and also lawyers at the local level trying to get them involved in the issue.

Noeleen Hartigan: How to mainstream all this in the individual work of the NGOs?

Service providers can be human rights violators. Human rights should be the framework of their work.

The Participation and Housing Rights Working groups should look at the issue how service providers upheld human rights.

Goran Larsson: Service providers are competitors. They fight for survival at the local level. What effect of such work of FEANTSA would have at the local level? 

A human rights-based approach can help a lot. By saying that service providers help the states to fulfil their obligations can lead to more accountability and transparency, that would help them in the long run.

But both states and the European Commission always warn NGOs not to go too far. 

What service providers do, is what governments should do.

First step is to apply human rights internally. Even AI went through human rights education. Human rights have to be advocated both internally and externally. Provisions that are in the treaties ratified by the states have to be widely known. This is also in these treaties. 

1. A Human Rights toolkit for service providers

2. be close to the Council of Europe

3. advocacy aspect: model alliances both at the local level and at the European level.

The Housing Rights working group and the Participation/service users follow how service providers upheld human rights.

A general toolkit on how to use the human rights framework would be very necessary. 

