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THE RIGHT TO HOUSING FOR PEOPLE WHO ARE HOMELESS AND OTHER VULNERABLE GROUPS 

Workshop hosted by FEANTSA and Y-Foundation 

Aim of the workshop 

The aim of the workshop is to encourage all relevant actors involved in the fight against homelessness and housing exclusion to use housing rights in their policy work.  

Chair  

Freek Spinnewijn  - Director of FEANTSA (European federation of national organisation working with the homeless www.FEANTSA.org) 

FEANTSA is the only European NGO working exclusively on the issues of homelessness and housing exclusion.  Housing rights is an important area of FEANTSA’s work.  FEANTSA set up a small expert group in which leading expert from different European countries share knowledge and prepare housing rights actions of FEANTSA.  FEANTSA published several studies and papers on the right to housing.  

Speakers: 

The right to housing is justiciable!

How to better use international case law?
Dr. Pádraic Kenna, National University of Ireland Galway 

Pádraic Kenna is a graduate of the School of Law, University of Warwick. He was awarded a Ph. D. from N.U.I. Galway in 2003, in which he examined national and international human rights law with particular reference to the relevance of international and comparative legal instruments and norms for Irish housing law and policy. At the University of London he studied the Law of Property Development and Company Law. He has worked within a range of statutory and NGO agencies in the UK and Ireland in an advocacy role and in the development and management of housing. 
There are only few countries where the right to housing is an enforceable right. Pádraic Kenna will explain how we can draw on increasing transnational case law to make the right to housing justiciable in domestic law.  FEANTSA published in 2005 Padraic Kenna’s research “Housing Rights and Human Rights”.  The book provides a valuable guide to understanding the origins and extent of contemporary human rights and housing rights instruments. The book examines the development and current status of housing rights, as they are defined, monitored and implemented (or not) in line with various obligations of States. The book can be ordered on FEANTSA’s website. 
Human rights actions are an effective tool for NGOs to combat homelessness and housing exclusion.

Marc Uhry, ALPIL 

Marc Uhry is a legal adviser of ALPIL, an important player in the area of homelessness and housing exclusion in the urban area of Lyon (France). Marc Uhry is a respected housing rights expert in France and the author of several housing rights publications.  For more information on ALPIL visit the website of ALPIL. 
Organisations working with people who are homeless do not always understand the potential of human rights action to attain their objectives.  ALPIL has an extensive experience with legal and human rights action to ensure access to decent housing for vulnerable groups.  Marc Uhry will explain how ALPIL has successfully integrated a human rights dimension in its work.  

The right to housing for homeless people

why a targeted approach is effective?

Pippa Goldschmidt, Scottish Executive 

Pippa Goldschmidt is the Branch Head of the Homelessness Team of the Scottish Executive. The Homelessness Team monitors and develops the Homelessness Strategy of the Scottish Executive. More information can be found on the website of the Scottish Executive. 
Scotland is the only European country that integrated the justiciable right to housing for homeless people into domestic legislation.  The goal is to ensure that by 2012 all unintentionally homeless people have access to permanent housing. At the moment homeless people who are in a category of 'priority need' and who are unintentionally homeless have the right to permanent accommodation. This right will be expanded to include all unintentionally homeless people, by abolishing priority need. Pippa Goldschmidt will explain why the Scottish Executive opted for a STEP-BY-STEP approach to the right to housing.  She will also explain how the housing rights approach has made the Scottish Homelessness Strategy one of the most effective in Europe. 

The right to property or the right to housing: what comes first?

Tamara Mateja Fajs – Slovenian Union of Tenants 

Tamara Fajs is a legal expert for the department of environment and spatial planning of the Office for Legislation of the Slovenian Government.  She is currently chair of the expert group of the Council of Europe on social housing policy. Tamara Fajs is also involved in the Slovenian Union of Tenants.  Many Slovenian tenants are threatened by eviction and risk to become homeless. The Slovenian Union Of Tenants has extensive experience with legal action on tenants’ rights and increasingly uses international housing rights legislation in its work. 

In Slovenia, as in many other new EU Member States, the restitution of property to former owners interferes with the right of the sitting tenants.  In these countries the conflict between the right to property and the right to housing, both internationally recognised fundamental rights, is most acute.  If the balance between these two rights is not properly managed, it can lead to severe housing exclusion and homelessness. Tamara Fajs will explain this situation in more detail and will present some concrete cases.  She will also provide explain how international case law related to the right to property might weaken the right to housing.  
Discussion  

There will be time for comments and questions. 

Conclusion 

Hannu Puttonen 

Hannu Puttonen is the director of Y-Foundation, the biggest provider of housing and support for homeless people in Finland.  Hannu Puttonen is member of the Board of FEANTSA and chair of FEANTSA’s housing working group. 

