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Ministers Meet at Unprecedented Roundtable on Homelessness Hosted 

by Irish Presidency   
 

Today marks a first in EU cooperation on homelessness.  Ministers with responsibility for 
homelessness from almost all EU Member States will meet at a Roundtable, hosted by the 
Irish Presidency of the EU at the Irish College in Leuven, Belgium.  

 
The purpose of this Roundtable is to bring added focus to the EU’s involvement in the area 
of homelessness. Member States will be invited to identify, evaluate and build upon 
common areas of interest and to discuss issues of possible future cooperation towards 
addressing and tackling homelessness.   
 
At least 21 Member States will be represented. The meeting is particularly timely as overall 
homelessness is currently on the rise and vulnerability to homelessness is increasing in 
Europe. It also follows the publication of the Social Investment Package (SIP), which 
analyses the social situation in Europe and sets out social priorities for the EU; providing a 
framework for policy reforms in areas such as homelessness, health, long-term care, social 
services, active inclusion, and investing in children.  
 
The EU Commissioner for Employment, Social Affairs and Inclusion, László Andor will 
present the SIP and what it could mean for homeless policies. The package highlights 
homelessness as a priority for smart social investment and calls on Member States to 
“confront homelessness through comprehensive strategies based on prevention, housing-
led approaches and reviewing regulations and practices on eviction”.   
 
Jan O’Sullivan, Ireland’s Minister of State for the Department of Environment, Community 
and Local Government with special responsibility for Housing and Planning, will host the 
meeting and will co-chair an open discussion between the Member States with the 
Commissioner.  
 
As the European Federation of National Organisations working with the Homeless, 
FEANTSA looks forward to the outcomes of this meeting and to the Ministers’ conclusions 
about how to improve progress in the fight against homelessness at EU and national level. 
 

---------------------- ENDS -------------------------- 
 
 
For more details from FEANTSA, please contact Ruth Owen ruth.owen@feantsa.org . 
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1. FEANTSA is the European Federation of National Organisations working with the 
Homeless.  It is an umbrella of not-for-profit organisations which participate in or 
contribute to the fight against homelessness in Europe.  It is the only major 
European network focusing exclusively on homelessness at European level.  
www.feantsa.org  

2. The event is hosted by the Irish Presidency of the EU Council 
http://eu2013.ie/events/event-
items/roundtablediscussionofeuministerswithresponsibilityforhomelessness-
20130301/  

3. See FEANTSA 2012 monitoring report “On the Way Home?” for an overview of 
recent trends in homelessness and housing policy 
http://www.feantsa.org/IMG/pdf/on_the_way_home.pdf  
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