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International Review of Groundbreaking Finnish Strategy to Tackle Homelessness Published Today! 
 
 

Today, the Finnish Ministry of the Environment publishes an International Review of the Finnish 
Homelessness Strategy.  Finland is one of the only countries that has managed to reduce homelessness 
in recent years. It has been an early-adopter of Housing First, an evidence-based innovation which is 
increasingly being taken up in Europe and internationally.  

 
 
The research team that carried out the review was composed of experts from four countries –   UK, USA, 
Finland and Sweden. Nicholas Pleace (UK), Dennis P. Culhane (USA), Riitta Granfelt (FI) and Marcus 
Knutagård (SE) used a combination of visits, interviews, focus groups, document analysis and international 
comparison to do the review. The resulting report helps to contextualize and understand Finland’s recent 
successes and challenges in tackling homelessness, as well as offering insight into priorities going forward. 
In the framework of the Europe 2020 strategy and its target of reducing poverty, the European Commission 
has asked Member States to develop comprehensive homelessness strategies. An increasing number are 
doing so. In this context, this review makes a valuable contribution to the growing body of knowledge and 
understanding about what can work and why.  A seminar entitled 'Facts, Findings and the Future' will take 
place in Helsinki from 12.00 -14.00 Eastern European Time (Central European Time +1) today. It will be 
conducted in English and will be livestreamed here.   

 

 

---------------------- ENDS -------------------------- 

For comment, please contact Freek Spinnewijn, FEANTSA Director freek.spinnewijn@feantsa.org or +32 2 
538 66 69 
 
 
 
 
Notes for Editors: 
 

1. FEANTSA is the European Federation of National Organisations working with the Homeless.  It is 
an umbrella of not-for-profit organisations which participate in or contribute to the fight against 
homelessness in Europe.  www.feantsa.org 

2. Livestreaming http://videonet.fi/ym/20150210/  
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