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12 JULY 2017 

EU URBAN AGENDA MARKS REAL OPPORTUNITY 
TO END HOMELESSNESS IN OUR CITIES 

Wednesday 12 July 2017 - The EU Urban Agenda has opened the Urban Poverty Partnership’s Action 
Plan for public consultation. The partnership has prioritised homelessness among four policy areas. 
FEANTSA has welcomed the inclusion of 3 specific actions which can empower cities and service 
providers, with the support of national and European policy makers, to end homelessness in our cities.  
 
The Urban Poverty Partnership was established under the Pact of Amsterdam in 2016. For the past 
seven months, FEANTSA has coordinated the partnership’s Working Group on Homelessness, working 
with cities and ministries to draft actions to combat homelessness. The partnership is calling for i) full 
recognition and re-affirmation of SDG1: to eradicate poverty in all its forms by 2030; ii) capacity 
building for more effective use of EU funds in investing in housing-led solutions and iii) enhanced data 
collection and monitoring of homelessness.  
 
Freek Spinnewijn, Director of FEANTSA: “The Urban Poverty Partnership has put three concrete actions 
targeting homelessness to public consultation. These actions, if implemented properly, can have a 
lasting impact on the landscape of our cities and put an end to homelessness. FEANTSA and our 130+ 
members are ready and willing to support the Urban Agenda in the implementation of these actions”.  
 
FEANTSA has also published a Roadmap for the EU Urban Agenda, which sets out the actions the 
European Commission, Member States, cities and NGOs should endorse to combat homelessness in 
European cities. This forms part of a series of roadmaps which FEANTSA has created for its campaign: 
Be Fair, Europe – Stand Up for Homeless People, which outline concrete steps that can be taken in 
different areas by the EU policymakers, in line with national governments, regions, cities and 
stakeholders to put an end to homelessness.  
 
Homelessness is growing across the EU, and has reached crisis point in many EU cities. In Paris, nearly 
13,000 people were denied emergency shelter due to over-capacity in 2015, and in Dublin, over 1,000 
families are currently homeless. In Athens, 71% of the 9,000 rough sleepers have become homeless in 
the past five years.  
 
Another of the Urban Agenda’s partnerships, on housing, is expected to open for public consultation 
towards the end of July, which provides another opportunity to ensure adequate and affordable 
housing for some of our most vulnerable citizens.  
 
FEANTSA strongly endorses the Urban Poverty Partnership’s actions on homelessness and invites all 
relevant stakeholders to respond positively to the consultation process, and comment on the homeless 
actions.  

 

----------------------------- ENDS ----------------------------- 

https://ec.europa.eu/futurium/en/urban-poverty/background-paper-public-feedback
https://ec.europa.eu/futurium/en/urban-poverty/background-paper-public-feedback
https://ec.europa.eu/eusurvey/runner/UrbanAgenda-UrbanPoverty
http://www.feantsa.org/download/eu-urban-agenda-roadmap-version-25510066764596830766.pdf
http://www.feantsa.org/en/campaign/2017/03/21/be-fair-europe-stand-up-for-homeless-people
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For comment, please contact Robbie Stakelum 

| robbie.stakelum@feantsa.org | +32 (0)2 538 15 59 | 

Find out more from www.feantsa.org or call +32 (0)2 538 66 69  

 

Notes for editors: 

1. FEANTSA is the European Federation of National Organisations working with the Homeless. It 
is an umbrella of not-for-profit organisations which participate in or contribute to the fight 
against homelessness in Europe. It is the only major European network focusing exclusively 
on homelessness at European level  


