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Giorgio Gori is Mayor of Bergamo, who was elected during the 2014 elections in the ranks of the 
Italian Democratic Party.  After graduating in architecture and working as a journalist, in 1984 he 
began his career at the broadcaster Retequattro; since 1991 to 1999 he worked as director of Ca-
nale 5 and Italia 1 broadcasters. Founder of Magnolia Company, specializing in the development 
and production of the original formats for television and for interactive media, in 2012 Gori founded 
the Association InNovaBergamo and decided to devote himself to politics. 
 
José Manuel Barroso was elected by the European Parliament to the post of President of the Eu-
ropean Commission for the first time in July 2004. He was re-elected for a second term in Septem-
ber 2009. Mr Barroso became Prime Minister of Portugal in April 2002 and remained in office until 
2004. During President Barroso second mandate, the European Commission agreed with other 
EU institutions to make the fight against poverty a key priority of the Europe2020 strategy, as a 
response to the economic and financial crisis and to enhance social cohesion in the European 
Union. 
 
László Andor has been the EU's Commissioner for Employment, Social Affairs and Inclusion since 
February 2010. Between 2005 and 2010 he represented Hungary, the Czech Republic, Slovakia, 
and Croatia on the Board of Directors of the European Bank for Reconstruction and Development in 
London. He holds a Ph.D in Economics from the Hungarian Academy of Sciences. 
 
Monsignor Francesco Beschi, born in Brescia, is the Bishop of Bergamo. He was ordained priest in 
1975. Peripheral parish  San Giulio Priest in Brescia  was his first destination. 1981 to the parish of 
the Cathedral, in 1987 he became Director of the Office for Family Affairs. Director of the Paul VI 
Pastoral Centre since 1989, then he was appointed in 1999 as Episcopal Vicar for the pastoral care 
of lay people and their bodies. Elected titular Bishop of Vinda and Auxiliary Bishop of Brescia in 
2003, he was elected Bishop of Bergamo in January 2009 by Pope Benedictus XVI. 
 
Since 2011, Mara Azzi has been the General Director of Regional Public Health Agency of Berga-
mo, whose mission is the protection of the health through prevention interventions, health promo-
tion, treatment and rehabilitation, guarantee quality of health services and coherent strategy and 
networking among different Public Authorities and Institutions for a proper and efficient use of re-
sources. In her role, she has focused on vulnerable groups by promoting interventions for tackling 
addiction, social exclusion and implementing, in local communities, prevention strategies. 
 
Doreen Huddart is an elected member of the EU Committee of the Regions. Her professio-
nal background is in Health and Higher Education in both Hospital and Community Care, and she 
has worked for charities in conflict zones. She has been a Councillor since 1992 in the city of New-
castle in the UK, and has held several portfolios, including housing, and presently she is a Shadow 
Housing spokesperson in Newcastle. She represents the North-East of England in the Committee 
of the Regions, and  serves on the ECOS Commission (responsible for social affairs) and contri-
butes to issues relating  to social care, health and communities. She also serves on panels working 
with local authorities in the Western Balkans. 

 
Mike Allen is currently the President of FEANTSA. He is Director of Advocacy, Communications 
and Research at the housing and homeless organisation, Focus Ireland. He was the General Se-
cretary of the Irish National Organisation of the Unemployed (INOU) from 1987-2000, and General 
Secretary of the Irish Labour Party from 2000 to 2008. He has served on the Administrative Coun-
cil of the European Anti-Poverty Network (EAPN) and FEANTSA (the European Network for 
Homeless Organisations). 
 
Heather Roy is the President of the Social Platform and the Secretary General of Eurodiaconia  
(the European Federation for Diaconia). She has previously worked in the homelessness sector in 
her native Scotland and as European Director for the World Association of Girl Guides and Girl 
Scouts. She has also worked with the Council of Europe in the field of youth with a particular inte-
rest in participation and leadership. She has worked extensively in Central and Eastern Europe 
and the former Soviet Union to develop voluntary organisations as well as developed partnerships 
with other world regions including the Arab world.  
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Volker Busch-Geertsema is a senior research fellow at the Association for Innovative Social Re-
search and Social Planning (GISS, Bremen, Germany). He is a member of the European Observa-
tory on Homelessness since 1995 and since 2009 he is the Coordinator of the Observatory and a 
member of the editorial team of the European Journal of Homelessness. He has conducted a large 
number of extensive research projects on different aspects of homelessness in Germany and Eu-
rope. He coordinated the evaluation of the pilot sites of Housing First Europe. 
 
Lieve Fransen is currently Director responsible for Europe2020: Social Policies in the European 
Commission's Directorate-General Employment, Social Affairs and Inclusion. Her department pu-
blished the EU Social Investment Package in February 2013, and is responsible for any EU poli-
cies/initiatives to tackle homelessness. Dr. Fransen is originally a Medical Doctor with a PhD on 
Social Policies.  
 
Stefano Galliani has been working with homeless people since 1984; currently he is senior staff 
member in a local organization in Bergamo (Opera Bonomelli onlus) and among other tasks he 
coordinates local Housing led and social cohesion projects. He has served as member of the 
FEANTSA Administrative and Executive council since 1998 and he is currently vice-president. He 
is president of FioPSD, the Italian national federation for organizations working with homeless 
people. He was variously engaged in meeting with local, regional and central government to in-
fluence strategies on homelessness. He is currently engaged as elected councilor in his local com-
munity. 
 
Mark Kennedy is CEO of Mazars in Ireland, with particular responsibility for delivery of services to 
Mazars financial services clients. He is a member of Mazars International Banking and Insurance 
teams. Mark and his team provide audit and assurance services to the banking, insurance, reinsu-
rance and funds sectors. He was appointed a member of the Homelessness Oversight group by 
Minister Jan O'Sullivan in February 2013 to help identify how to end long-term homelessness by 
end 2016 in Ireland. 

Lenka Laubová has been working as a senior officer in the Social Inclusion Policy Unit at the Mi-
nistry of Labour and Social Affairs of the Czech Republic. Her department coordinated the prepara-
tion of the "Concept of Preventing and Tackling Homelessness Issues in the Czech Republic until 
2020", which is the first Czech national policy document of its kind that anchors a processional and 
comprehensive approach to addressing homelessness and housing exclusion it the conditions of 
the Czech Republic. She has also actively participated in the preparation of the ESF operational 
programmes for 2014-2020. 

Michel Pouzol is a Member of the French Parliament with past experience of homelessness, ha-
ving lived with his wife and three children in makeshift housing on the outskirts of Paris in 2002. He 
represents the Essonne constituency in the Ile-de-France region, and is member of the cultural and 
educational affairs parliamentary committee. He believes that homelessness can affect anyone, 
and has published his story :  « Député pour que ça change ». 

Michael Mackey has been a client with Galway Simon Community in Ireland since 2007 and is cur-
rently a member of the Board of Management with the Organisation.  Prior to becoming a client 
with Galway Simon Community, he spent many years homeless, sleeping rough and battling with 
addiction.  In the last number of years he has become very involved with the FEANTSA participa-
tion working group and has travelled on many occasions to European destinations to take part in 
discussions on and with homeless people. 

Margaret-Ann Brünjes is Director of the Glasgow Homelessness Network and has worked against 
homelessness for 15 years, with particular interests around the causes of poverty and inequality; 
evidence-informed policy and practice; social enterprise and participation – believing these to be 
the vital ingredients for real social change. On the theme of participation, GHN facilitates a Sco-
tland-wide network, founded a consultancy-based social enterprise and published a participation 
toolkit for frontline practitioners. 

 

 
 

2 

Volker  

Busch-

Geertsema  

Lieve  

Fransen  

Mark  

Kennedy  

Lenka  

Laubová  

Michel  

Pouzol 

Michael 

Mackey  

Margaret-Ann 

Brünjes 

Stefano  

Galliani  



 

 4 

  

 

Sanna Tiivola (former name Lehtonen) has been working as an executive director of the Homeless  
advocacy Association Vailla vakinaista asuntoa ry - No fixed abode in Helsinki, Finland since 
2006. Sanna has been a member of the Feantsa participation working group since 2007, and a 
member of the Finnish national homeless programmes since 2007, where she has emphasized 
participation of people who have experienced homelessness and their possibilities to influence in 
homeless politics in local, national and international level. 

Pascale Estecahandy is a general practitioner, she holds a Master of Public Health. Hospital prac-
titioner at the University Hospital of Toulouse, over the last 12 years she has coordinated a medico
-social institution and a medical outreach team for homeless people. She is since April 2011 na-
tional technical coordinator of the “un chez soi d’abord” programme that focuses on homeless peo-
ple with severe mental disorders and high needs. The programme is run by the “DIHAL” (Inter-
Ministerial Delegation on Homelessness and Poor Housing). Pascale was a member of the Hous-
ing First Europe steering group. 

Lars Benjaminsen works for the Danish National Centre for Social Research, Research Unit on 
Social Policy and Welfare Service, Denmark, is Coordinator of the research programme on social 
exclusion, and he is Member of the European Observatory on Homelessness, FEANTSA. His re-
search focus is how processes of social marginalization interact with the stratification of urban 
space and housing exclusion. He conducts both quantitative and qualitative methodology with a 
focus on how social inequality, marginalisation, housing exclusion and homelessness are pro-
duced in interplay between processes on a micro level and structural forces on a macro level. 
 
Jakub Wilczek is project manager specialised in the area of homelessness and housing exclusion. 
Has worked for the St. Brother Albert’s Aid Society (the largest and oldest Polish NGO working 
with homeless people) since 2005; Board member since 2007. Co-founder and Board member of 
the Polish National Federation for Solving the Problem of Homelessness. He has been Poland 
Board member of FEANTSA since 2011. 

Ulrich Wolff, Germany - policy officer at the Ministry of Labour, Social and Family Affairs and Inte-
gration, works for the European Social Fund (ESF) Managing Authority in Hamburg since 2009. He 
has been involved in the preparation of the programming period 2014-2020 and in a recent call for 
proposals for a Housing First project aimed at people moving out of care. He represents Hamburg 
in the ESF Learning Network on Active Inclusion. 

Jantien van der Meer is Senior Policy Advisor/Projectmanager Federation of Shelters, The 
Netherlands. She has been working for more than five years within the Dutch Federation of Shel-
ters on several programmes aimed at improving the approach to domestic violence. Her main fo-
cus of interest and working field lies within improving assistance to children and youngsters who 
are victims of domestic violence, homelessness and poverty. Before working within the Federation 
of shelters, Jantien coordinated programmes on sustainable development and she worked as poli-
cy advisor for several Dutch ministries (youth policy, emancipation and gender issues, international 
and external affairs). 

Catherine Maher is National Director of Services at Focus Ireland, one of Ireland’s leading home-
less organisations. She joined Focus Ireland after a successful business career in child care and 
has worked in a range of front line positions before being appointed to her current strategic role. 
She has pioneered innovative approaches to ending family homelessness, with a particular em-
phasis on the needs of children and young people. 

Paula Mayock is an Assistant Professor at the School of Social Work and Social Policy & Chil-
dren's Research Centre, Trinity College Dublin. Her research focuses primarily on the lives and 
experiences of marginalised youth, covering areas such as homelessness, drug use, and drug 
problems. She is the author of numerous articles, chapters and research reports and is Assistant 
Editor to the international journal Addiction. 

Elly Loibl is a social worker and leader of FrauenWohnZentrum (32 rooms for women) and Frauen-
Wohnzimmer (day shelter), both in Vienna, Austria, and part of the Caritas Vienna services. For 
the last 13 years she has been member of the women's homelessness group of BAWO, the natio-
nal platform of homeless service providers in Austria, lobbying for the improvement of living condi-
tions for women experiencing homelessness.  
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Paolo Brusa has been active in education and social issues since 1994, with a University Degree in 
Clinic and Community Psychology in 1997. Since 2000 he has worked on a free-lance basis as a 
psychologist with individuals, couples, women victims of violence, persons with disabilities and 
their relatives, and groups.   He has delivered and supervised services such as a "into work" pre-
insertion  laboratory in night shelters; tutoring and support services for homeless people with hou-
sing facilities; a service to foster integration into the labout market for homeless people into reinser-
tion programmes. He has worked extensively with social cooperatives in Italy. 

Jaana Watt is team leader in Crisis, with 11 years’ experience in supporting homeless people into 
employment.  Four and a half years managing teams of Job Coaches and the rest as a Job Coach 
and Employment Broker. She is a trained Coach and has qualifications in Information, Advice and 
Guidance; She currently manages a team of 6 Job Coaches three of whom support homeless ex-
offenders and three who support any single people who have experienced homelessness.  All of 
the Job Coaches support their clients to get back into sustainable and meaningful work and be-
come financially independent.   

Maurizio Ambrosini is Professor of Sociology of Migrations at the University of Milan. He has done 
extensive research on the conditions of domestic workers in Italy and beyond. His main research 
interests are migration and the labour market, ethnic entrepreneurship, second generation mi-
grants, migration politics and illegal migration, transnational migration, female migrants and care, 
and NGOs and migration. 

Lara Natale is Coordinator of ENoMW - European Network of Migrant Women. As the Brussels-
based Coordinator of ENoMW, Lara delivers the network's advocacy towards EU-level stake-
holders. A comprehensive approach at national and EU levels to supporting migrant domestic 
workers is an ongoing key priority for ENoMW, and preventing the social exclusion of migrant do-
mestic workers is the main focus of the network's 2014-5 work plan. Lara has previously worked on 
UK local and national policies for culturally-sensitive shelter provision to protect migrant women 
victims of domestic and honour-based violence, and the housing situations of third country national 
women with dependent resident status. 
 
Ioanna Pertsinidou is a social worker having completed postgraduate studies in Health Systems 
Management. She has worked extensively in the field of humanitarian aid in Malawi, Ethiopia, Su-
dan and Armenia. She currently lives in Greece and works at PRAKSIS, managing a two-pillar pro-
gramme called "Syn sto Plyn", meaning “a Positive Aspect into a Negative Environment”. She re-
presents the Greek Network for Housing as a Board Member at FEANTSA.  She is a mother of two 
very happy children! 

Tim Gray is seconded to the Department of Communities and Local Government in England and is 
leading work on innovative approaches to tackling homelessness, and on attracting social and in-
stitutional investment into the area. He led on creating the London Homelessness SIB, working 
closely with the GLA and Social Finance. Tim is also working on the department’s recently 
launched Fair Chance Fund, which aims to stimulate development of further SIBs across England 
to improve outcomes for hard to help young homelessness people with complex needs who can 
slip through the net of services. He has worked in homelessness and supported housing for the 
last 23 years for national and local government, the voluntary sector and for housing associations.  

Luc Tanja has worked since 2011 as street pastor for the Protestant Church in Amsterdam, The 
Netherlands. His work is one part group work (for instance the homeless choir), one part giving 
individual pastoral care and one part advocacy work. Luc Tanja set up Straatvogels (Street Birds), 
the Dutch homeless twitter project, which is loosely based on Underheard in New York. Before 
working as street pastor Luc Tanja was for 20 years involved with several other projects for home-
less and vulnerable people in Amsterdam. 
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Jonás Candalija is a journalist from Spain, and Communications and Press Officer for EAPN Spain. 
EAPN is the European Anti-Poverty Network, and it has national branches in most EU countries. 
EAPN Spain is very focused on how media communicate poverty and social exclusion. They have 
released Style Guides for media about homelessness, elderly, poverty and employment. 

Thomas Specht is Chief Executive and Senior Policy Officer of the National platform of homeless 
service providers in Germany (Bundesarbeitsgemeinschaft Wohnungslosenhilfe e.V.(BAG W). 
Researcher on homelessness from 1977-1982 in a multidisciplinary project on the causes of home-
lessness. He became policy officer and deputy executive of BAG W in 1983 and holds the post of 
chief executive of BAG W since 2003. He has worked on strategic issues of national, regional and 
local policy approaches on homelessness and has specialized in labour market and housing poli-
cies as well as homelessness statistics. He was the founding President of FEANTSA in 1989, and 
is currently German board member of FEANTSA. 

Peter Fredriksson is a Special Advisor for the Finnish Ministry of Environment since 2008 and re-
sponsible for the Finnish programme to reduce long-term homelessness. He is a member of the 
Secretariat of Metropolitan Issues and a Leader of the City Innovations Programme. From 2000 to 
2007 he was Special Advisor for the Minister and responsible for the implementation of the Hous-
ing Strategy of the Finnish Government (2000-2003) and member of several working groups deal-
ing with different housing issues. Currently he is also in charge as Project Director of building up a 
regional based programme for governance of Climate Change, environmental services and green 
economy. 

Marco Hoffmann is the Coordinator of Caritas Confederation in Luxembourg and Activity Develop-
ment Officer at Caritas Foundation Luxembourg.  He is Vice-President of Niños de la Tierra 
(Developpment-NGO with projects in Chile, Biolivia and Peru) since 2007 and since 2009, Presi-
dent of the Foundation for Access to Housing, developingof the national Social Rental Agencie in 
Luxembourg. He is also member of the national commission for sustainable development. He was 
President and  member of the Administrative council of the National Association of Social and 
Health Workers in Luxembourg (ANASIG).For 4 years, he was the President of the European Anti 
Poverty Network in Luxembourg (EAPN Lëtzebuerg).  He is currently Luxembourg Board member 
of FEANTSA. 

María Aldanas is a lawyer who until 2014 worked at the Planification Department of Provivienda, a 
Spanish NGO, whose main aim is to facilitate access to adequate housing for disadvantaged 
groups. The department is in charge of designing the new projects of the association and drafting 
studies on access to housing for vulnerable groups. She represented the association in several 
networks such as FEANTSA (member of the Housing Working Group from 2006-2014) and the 
FePsh, the Spanish platform of organisations working with the homeless.  She is now coordinating 

a European training project on Housing First funded by the Stavros Niarchos Foundation.   

Penille Tea Mau has a Master of Education in Educational Psychology. Currently employed as 
process coordinator at Forsorgshjemmet Østervang, a shelter in Denmark. She has been working 
in this field for about 5 years. Her main responsibilities are centered around data collection, user-
oriented measures such as implementation of recovery-orientation as well as professional 
development in general. Master project "The competent user". A project that focused on how 
shelters and society's way of looking at a user's skills and resources has a great influence on the 
users opportunities to be greeted in the system as a competent person. 
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